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Next Meeting 

Mon Jan. 16, 7:00PM  

Media Room 

Guest speaker:  

 

Bob Montgomery 

Topic:  

Tablets & more 

 

Paulôs Computer 101  

will begin at 6:00PM 

I would like to thank Thomas Cipullo  

of the Palm Beach County Library 

System for his talk on ebooks.  So 

many members brought their Kin-

dles, Nooks and various tablets to 

the presentation that we thought it 

appropriate to have our next speak-

er, Bob Montgomery, speak on, you 

guessed it, tablets.  That meeting is 

scheduled for Monday January, 16 @ 7:00 in the Media Room.  So 

that you are better prepared for the topic, included in the Newsletter 

are a few articles about tablets and tablet buying. 
 

While itôs too late for you to join over 400 people, including 18 fellow 

Bellaggians and friends, on FACUGôs 3rd annual Computer Cruise, 

itôs not to early to think about joining us at FACUGôs 2013 FACUG 

TECHNOLOGY SYMPOSIUM @ CLUB MED (St. Lucie, FL) Mon. 

Feb 25, 2013 ï Thurs. Feb 28, 2013.  As of this writing, 16 Bellag-

gians have signed up already.  Details are on page 4 of the Newslet-

ter. 
 

A record number of members have attended the SIGs and classes 

held thus far.  The dates, times and locations of upcoming events are 

on page 13.  Itôs not to late to sign upé. 
 

We have a new ñsponsorò, OôReilly Publishing.  Turn to page 4 for 

their deals and offerings. 
 

Best wishes for a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year! 

 

Jeff 

Bellaggio 
Computer & Technology 

Club 
Newsletter 

January 2012 

http://www.thebctc.com
http://www.facug.org
http://www.apcug.net/
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Origami Club  

Looking for something to do in your spare time?  Need a new hobby or 

just want to learn something different?  Then this might be for you.  

Requirements are simpleé all youôll need is a sheet or two of paper 

(or a dollar bill) and time.  One caveaté beware of paper cuts! 

http://en.origami-club.com/ 

http://www.thebctc.com
http://en.origami-club.com/
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On advice of our lawyers, the firm of Dewey, Cheatham and Howe,  we MUST 

mention the following: 

The Bellaggio Computer & Technology Club makes no endorsement or warranty, expressed or 
implied, with regard to listed websites, topics, products, services or any other content. Results 

may vary based on operating systems and other variables beyond our control. 

The Bellaggio Computer & Technology Club provides this newsletter and e-mail communication 

with you as a free service in order to further your education and computer & technology 

knowledge. While we constantly strive to achieve the highest possible standards, this service is 

provided without warranties of any kind, either explicit or implied.  

The Bellaggio Computer & Technology Club has no control over the content of websites fea-
tured in this newsletter or over pop-up advertising associated with featured websites. 

The Bellaggio Computer & Technology Club takes no responsibility and accepts no liability for 
your use of any information on listed Websites. Information on listed Websites is not meant to 

replace the advice of an attorney, physician, pharmacist, grandchild, or any other expert in their 

field.  

Member discounts with membership cards 

Lake Worth é located 

on the southeast corner 

of Lantana and Jog Rd., 

behind the Outback Steakhouse & Jiffy Lube.   Also at their NEW locationé 

Royal Palm Beaché located in strip mall in front of ToysRUs, Michaels, 

PetSmart, and TJ Max.  North of Southern Blvd, west side of 441 (551 N. State Rd 

7) 

Save 10% on all purchases. 

**************************************************************** 

10560 Forest Hill Blvd. East    

Wellington, FL 33414 

      (outside mall, where Linens and Things and Circuit City used to be) 

Commercial prices on certain items.   Probably NOT computers.  Ask for manager 

and have your membership card. 

Sales Associate Marty Sandler is a member....   Ask for him.  He knows stuffé. 

http://www.thebctc.com
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Announcing 

2013 FACUG / BCTC TECHNOLOGY SYMPOSIUM 

@ CLUB MED (St. Lucie, FL) 

Mon Feb 25, 2013 ï Thurs Feb 28, 2013 

In order to secure the exclusive use of the resort, we 

must have deposit checks representing enough  

attendees (350, nationwide) by February 14, 2012  

For more information about this event  

Call Jeff @ 357-2967 or  

email him at ourbctc@gmail.com 

BCTC has joined the OôReilly User Group Program.  They have 

donated books for us to ñdo whatever we please 

(give-a-ways, door prizes, add to a library, etc)ò 

Email me at ourbctc@gmail.com, tell me you 

want one, why, and itôs yours.  The catch: a book 

report for the Newsletter, or at least an attempt at one, would be nice. 

The titles... 

Programming Android (Java Programming for the New Generation of Mobile Devices) 

Java Script:  The Good Parts (Unearthing the Excellence in JavaScript) 

jQuery Cookbook (Solutions & Examples for jQuery Developers) 

Make: Electronics (Burn things out, mess things upð thatôs how you learn) 

Head First HTML5 Programming (A learnerôs guide to building web apps with 

JavaScript) 

All BCTC members get substantial discounts for both print books and ebooks. 

Log on to www.shop.oreilly.com, make your selection and enter the Dis-

count Code DSUG. 

http://www.thebctc.com
http://shop.oreilly.com/
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How to Buy a Tablet  Melissa J. Perenson  PCWorld 

Tablets are everywhere today--and many more are on the way. We tell you what to consider, 

before you buy. 

As more tablets come to market, be prepared to be wowed by the power that some of these slates are capa-

ble of. You'll find plenty of models out there, including tablets with impressive dual-core processors or even 

quad-core chips. And many tablets can satisfy specific needs. The iPad 2 shines bright, but it isn't the only 

star in the tablet universe. 

Be aware, however, that the lower-end models you may see advertised at rock-bottom prices come with lots 

of gotchas. The following three key points are critical to keep in mind before you buy. 

1. You Get What You Pay For 

The supercheap tablets you see advertised around the Web carry those low prices for a reason. Typically 

they lack the processing power, memory, display quality, or responsiveness (or some combination thereof) 

to provide a satisfying experience. Not that tablets should be all about specs, but right now, if you're going to 

buy, do pay close attention to specs. Single-core models, or those with CPUs offering a clock rate less than 

1GHz, are going to be slow performers. In addition, watch out for resistive touchscreens, which generally lag 

in responsiveness, and for low-resolution displays. 

The one bonus: None of these inexpensive models require a service contract with a carrier, so you'll have 

the option to ditch your first tablet with less pain than if you had signed a contract. 

2. Service Contracts Risk Your Ability to Upgrade 

While it's possible to get a tablet via a service carrier without a contract, you'll pay more for that privilege. 

The unfortunate reality is that many tablets--especially those that have 3G connectivity--are tied to contract 

obligations with mobile broadband service carriers. That means that if you buy a tablet today with a carrier 

contract, you won't be eligible for an upgrade anytime soon. Never mind the two-year wait for a contract to 

expire; in the tablet universe, the technology is evolving so rapidly that the market will shift again in six 

months, let alone one or two years. For example, tablets based on Nvidia's dual-core Tegra 2 and quad-

core Tegra 3 chips came out in the same year. 

Before signing up, get a sense that the unit you're buying is the one you want, and not just a stopgap until 

the next great thing comes along (though something is always around the corner). The amount you save up 

front may not offset what you'll pay down the road--and the freedom to change devices may be something 

it's not worth putting a price on. 

3. For Android Tablets, Look for Google Services 

Let me preface this by saying that a number of alternative app stores are around, such as GetJar and Ama-

zon's Appstore. But the bottom line is, they're not the official Google Android Market. Having the Android 

Market on a device--along with other Google services such as those for maps and email--just makes using 

an Android tablet more fluid, and stronger on the whole. The "Google Experience" encourages a certain 

consistency and expectation of what you're going to get, so if you're bothering to plop down the bucks for a 

tablet now, consider that the more complete and well-rounded your experience, the more likely it is that 

you'll love your tablet. Think of what has made Apple's iPad so strong beyond the easy-to-use interface: It's 

the simplicity of accessing a deep array of apps. 

http://www.thebctc.com
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Ultimate Guide to Tablets by Mahendra  Save/Delete 

The fastest-growing gadget species is also mutating, and a bewildering variety is now on offer. Time to 

make up your mind : who are you? What are your most pressing tablet demands? Answer these simple 

questions and weôll show you your perfect TABLET 

4:3 or widescreen? 

Some tablets have squarer, page-shaped screens, some widescreen 16:9 or 16:10 displays. The former 

is often more comfortable for reading and browsing, the latter means no cropping of video. 

3G or Wi-Fi? 

If you want everywhere, a 3G connection will provide it. But you could just tether your tablet to your 

Smartphone via Wi-Fi, thereby avoiding the need to shell out for a separate SIM. 

Phone or Tablet Os? 

Cheap tabs running the Smartphone versions of Android (2.2 and 2.3) are fine for browsing basic gam-

ing or media streaming, but they wonôt yet work with modern tablet apps as 3.x tabs will. 

CHOOSE YOUR OS 

All of todayôs tablets use one of the following operating systems. These determine how they work, what 

theyôre capable of and which apps you can use with them. They also have their own personalities-some 

are clean and simple, some bombard you with social information and some are built for getting work 

done. Bone up, then, before making your choiceéé. 

1. iOS 

If it were a person, it would beé Slouching nonchalantly on a Gap billboard with an 

ochre sweater draped over its shoulder and a PhD in its back pocket. 

What itôs got 

Full control over hardware and software lets Apple wring ever last drop of perfor-

mance out of the iPad using iOS, and it shows. Fluid animations and fast task-

switching help iOS to feel more speedy than its rivals. Itôs the sheer quantity of top-

notch iPad accessories and apps that make iOS stand out, though, and the forth-

coming iCloud auto-backup and sync service could prove its killer feature. 

What it needs 

Truth be told, the ówall of appsô interface favoured by Apple is starting to look old. Giving us greater con-

trol over the appearance and position of icons in each home page would be a start, but ultimately Apple 

may have to adopt Androidôs widget approach for live desktop updates. 

2. Android 

If it were a person, it would be.. A friendly, World of Warcraft-playing geek with a Tron T

-shirt and several soldering irons. 

What itôs got 

Google may not have made the tablet version of Android (3.x, Honeycomb) entirely 

open source, but it very accessible. Anyone can write and Android app and stick it on 

the Market, which theoretically makes it a more attractive platform for innovation. But 

the biggest reason to love Android is fully customization home screens and app widgets, plus great inte-

gration with Googleôs cloud services. 

What it needs 

Streamlining; itôs easy to miss its best features, or get confused by them. Many tablets run Froyo (2.2) or 

Gingerbread (2.3) which were built for phones and donôt support tablet-optimized apps. 

http://www.thebctc.com
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3. BlackBerry Tablet OS 

If it were a person, it would beé A banker in his weekend combat trousers, listen-

ing to The Script on Beats By Dre headphones. 

What itôs got 

For the same reasons as Apple, the tight relationship between BlackBerryôs OS 

and the hardware makes for a very responsive and capable feel with none of the 

occasional camera bugs (for example) that sometimes hold Android back . Indeed, 

in many ways this feels like a more fluid and natural OS than Appleôs (aside from 

the weird sweep up with two fingers to minimize appsô Things). 

What it needs 

Clearly, Tablet OS could do with apps, but BlackBerry says itôll soon run Android ones. It really need a 

bigger device and to be able to do email and BBM without a smartphone to help. 

4. Windows 7 

If it were a person, it would beé A wheezing, septuagenarian professor with 

bleached teeth, wearing a suit and trainers. 

What itôs got 

Windows 7 is a great PC operating system, and we were told it was also de-

signed for touchscreen devices. To be fair, it does indeed support multiple points 

of touch and gesture inputs ï but itôs fiddly and unresponsive compared to the 

compact, touch ï optimized OSs. However , if you think you might need proper multi ïwindow multi-

tasking and programs such as Photoshop, itôs your only choice. 

What it needs 

It needs putting down humanely and starting again; fundamental design issues mean that Win7 tablets 

always feel slow. Happily, thatôs exactly what Microsoft is doing with Win8. 

5. Web OS 

If it were a person, it would beé A dapper, efficient chap, hammering his fists 

on the coffin lid above him and trying not to panic. 

What itôs got 

Palmôs Linux based webOS is cleverly thought out, with running programs 

arranged as cards that you can drag sideways to navigate between and flick 

upwards to close. Itôs quick and pretty, it supports Flash, and while the menu 

system in the tablet version has a few quirks, itôs very easy to get used to. While apps arenôt very numer-

ous, itôs got Angry Birds; what more do you want? 

What it needs 

To be resurrected. HP has all but pulled the plug, so ironing out those quirks will be a job for the Palm 

faithful. As for apps, some developers have said theyôll stay, but theyôre in a minority. 

 

SO?? 

 

You want the best without compromise. An Aston Martin minus the petrol bill. A Michelin ï Starred restau-

rant you can wear your pajamas to. A tablet that costs little, Fits in your pocket and is powerful enough for 

all of your media, browsing, work and app requirements. Is that asking for the moon on a stick? Quite 

possibly ï but these contenders are the closest youôll currently get..  

http://www.thebctc.com
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1. Acer Iconia Tab A500 

The Acer Iconia Tab A500 is the tablet that almost has it all: Tegra 2 proces-

sor,720p screen, plenty of ports, card readers and decent build quality. The 

problem is thereôs nothing it really excels at. Keep an eye on it, though ï the 

price has already started dropping and with its brilliant battery (10 hours of 

video , the best on test bar the Asus Eee Pad Transformer, which cheats by 

having two batteries )it could well become the budget choice. 

A genuine jack of all trades at an increasingly nice price. 

 

2. Archos 10.1 

Virtually identical to the Archos 70, save for an extra 3in/7.6cm of diagonal 

screen, the 101 also has the same exceptional software and the same sepa-

rate graphics processor for handling video files. Sadly, the older Android OS 

on board (2.2, Froyo) was intended for phones, so the 101 just isnôt as flexible 

as newer slates and canôt run any tablet- specific apps. A shame, as it han-

dles media with Archosô customary aplomb.  

The Archos is a great media player, but not such a great tablet.  

 

3. Motorola Xoom  

The first tablet to run Android Honeycomb wasnôt a runaway success, butit got 

Googleôs attention- the search giant has since gobbled up Motorolaôs Android 

phone and tablet divisions. The Xoom weighed in with a crisp 10.1in/25.6cm 

720p screen and powerful Nvidia Tegra 2 processor, plus an Apple -beating 5 

Mp camera and micro USB and mini HDMI ports. tôs fat compared to newer 

tablets though, and needs a facelift.  

Plenty of power, RAM and storage, but not the promised iPad beater  

 

4. Samsung Galaxy Tab 10.1  

Assuming the Galaxy Tab 10.1 doesnôt get out awed by Appleôs legal attack, 

this is the Android Honeycomb tablet that wins for light weight and build quali-

ty. The aluminum chassis is solid and beautiful designed, and the Touchwiz 

interface skin has some of the best custom apps too. There are no USB ports, 

though, and prices need to undercut the iPadôs to really star competing.  

 

 

5. Apple iPad 2  

Appleôs sleek iPad turned tablets from chunky electronic clipboards into something not 

just desirable but genuinely useful for home and work too. iPad 2 is thinner, faster and 

better in every respect than its predecessor. While Android rivals are catching up in 

terms of speed and design, and the iPadôs wed access is still hamstrung by a lack of 

Flash support, the simplicity of buying a movie though iTunes and the forthcoming 

iCloud syncing service will kept it ahead .But the real clincher is the app selection. If you 

want the best apps- and why else would you buy a tablet?-you want the App Store. Ap-

pleôs quality control means standards are high, and all the big developers want their 

wares on show.  

The largest app selection and the slickest OS. Simply the best.  

http://www.thebctc.com

